HIS EDUCATION                                7

the sign "G. Westinghouse & Co.," long stood at the very
gate of the great works of the General Electric Company.
Here George Westinghouse, Jr., passed a happy and busy
boyhood. This shop was his real academy and college;
his university was the world. In 1865 he was mustered
out, a veteran of the Civil War, an officer, not yet nineteen
years old. In September he entered Union College, Schenec-
tady, as a sophomore and three months later he went back
to the shop. This was the end of his college career. His
father was able and willing to send him through college,
but George preferred active work. There is an old "Hands
Book" of G. Westinghouse & Company now existing.
We find that George began work in the shop at fifty cents
a day in May 1860. He was then thirteen and a half.
He worked into September, and in the next March began
work again at seventy-five cents a day and kept at it till
near the end of September. In March 1862, he began
again at seventy-five cents a day, which was raised in
April to eighty-seven and one-half cents, and at this rate
he worked till the end of February, when he was promoted
to a dollar a day. At the end of April he was raised to
one dollar twelve and one-half cents till the end of Sep-
tember 1863, when the record stops, to be taken up again
in July 1865. In the meantime Uncle Sam had paid him
his modest wages. From this little record we can deduce
quite a number of interesting things, amongst them the con-
clusion that after George Westinghouse was thirteen years
old he had about a year and a half in school and college.
It is not a deduction from this, but it is a fact, that he spoke
and wrote uncommonly good English.

With the return of George Westinghouse to his father's
shop the systematic work of his life began, not to be inter-
rupted until his death forty-nine years later. The first